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I.—FOrREIGN POLITICS. 


TuE Sahachar, of the 22nd February, has the following :— 
The Amir of Afghanistan has not been friendly to the British Government 
; in many matters, and no one will be. sorry if the 

we annual subsidy which is paid to him is stopped. 

The writer cannot see what help an Afghan ruler can render to Government in 

a war against Russia. When a war with Russia will actually break out, all 
tribes inhabiting the regions to the west of Peshawar will declare themselves in 
favour of Russia, for the meddling policy of Government has thoroughly annoyed 
them. It would have been well if these tribes had been let alone, but in their 
search after a scientific frontier the Indian soldiers have done them much 
harm. As for the Amir of Afghanistan, even if he be friendly tothe British 
Government, his subjects will help Russia. It is therefore useless to subsidise 

him. He is awaro that some military officers of Government contemplate send- 
ing soldiers to Candahar, Herat, and Ghuzni, and this has increased his suspi- 
cions. A new treaty with him has become indispensable. It is not desirable 
that Afghanistan should become a tributary to the Indian Government; it 
will be enough if Government can establish with the present Amir the same 
relations as it once had with Dost Muhammad. The discontinuance of the 
subsidy will bring Amir Abdur Rahman to his senses, and he will not dare 
take shelter with Russia. 

2. The same paper has the following :— 

According to a correspondent of the Indian Daily News, the Amir Abdur 
Rahman is preparing for war, and it is Lord 
Lansdownes’s duty to attack him, and to conquer 
Afghanistan. Ifa Liberal Ministry had not been in office just now, something 
of that kind would have been done. And, though soldiers and war materials 
are being collected near the North-Western frontier, the writer hopes that there 
will be no war. Lord Dufferin went away with the title of Marquis of Ava, 
and the title of Duke of Herat will not be less acceptable to Lord Lansdowne. 
But then it should be borne in mind that Theebaw and the Burmese are not 
the same as Abdur Rahman and the Afghans. While the conquest of Burma 
was effected without a single scratch to an English soldier, and with less than 
two rupees’ worth of gunpowder, Lord Lytton’s invasion of Afghanistan cost 30 
crores of rupees. England may conquer as many countriesas she likes, but only 
let them be conquered at her own cost, and administered separately. 

o. The Bangavdsi, of the 25tno February, says that the specially cordial 
reception given by the Government of India to 
General Beer Sumshere, the Prime Minister of 
Nepal, has naturally attracted public notice. That 
semi-official newspaper, the Pioneer, with a view to remove all suspicion regard- 
ing the real object of the reception, has remarked that the Prime Minister’s 
visit has no special significance, for the Government of India is at present on 
the most friendly terms with Nepal. That may be true, but too much 
= aed in the matter of the reception bas aroused suspicion in the public 
mind, 

4. The Darussalianat and Urdu Guide, of the 27th February, says that 

The Amir the Amir of Cabul has presented 12,000 rifles to 
the Hazaras, probably with the object of inciting 
them to a rebellion against the British Government. 


The Afghan question. 


_ Thereception of the Prime Min- 
ister of Nepal. 


II.—Homsp ADMINISTRATION. 
(a }-P 0 lice. 


5. The Chéruvdértd, of the 20th February, says that lately three dacoities 
were successively committed in the neighbourhood 
of Sherpur, in the Mymensingh district, and that 
only the other day a daring robbery was committed 
in the house of a rich Shaha of Shastapur, and property valued at a large 


rg ae taken away. None of the culprits have, however, yet been traced by 
€ police. 


Dacoities in the Mymensingh 
istrict, 


SAHACHAR, 


« Feb, 22nd, 1893. 


SAHACHAR, 


BANGAVASI, 
Feb, 25th, 1893. 


DARUSSALTANAT 
AND URDU GUIDE, 


Feb. 27th, 1893. 


CHARUVARTA, 
Feb, 20th, 1893. 
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BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 


6. The Burdwdén Sanjtvani, of the 21st February, says that on the 11t), 
Feb. 2lst, 1893. 


February last two gentlemen took tickets fo, 
Raniganj at the Burdwan railway station. As the 
were getting into the train, their movement caused a lota belonging to a Marway; 
passenger to slip off the carriage, and as the train started at that very moment, 
there was no time to pick it up. This led to a quarrel between the gentlemen 
and the Marwari, and when the train reached Khana Junction the Marwari 
called a constable and charged the Babus with theft. The constable detained 
them. The Babus represented the matter to the station master, who ordereg 
their release. But the constable disregarded the order, and as the train started, 
the Babus had to stop there for the night, and were thus put to very great 
inconvenience. It is hoped the authorities will enquire into the conduct of 
the constable. : 

7. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the prevalence of theft 
and dacoity in many places near Jessore. Some 
dacoits have been arrested, and are now under. 

Oing trial at the sessions court. This has to some extent checked dacoity, 
but theft is as rife as ever. Thefts in this part of the country are committed 
by Bedias, who are a criminal tribe. The police ought to keep a strict eye 
over these men. 

8. The Sahachar, of the 22nd February, refers to the Dum-Dum outrage, 
and thinks that it was done not by a Muhammad. 
an, is as suspected by the Anglo-Indian Press, but 
by some low European. A khansama cannot be so bold as to commit such an 
outrage. It is said that to insult a lady by clipping her hair is a practice 
resorted to by low Muhammadans. But as many Europeans living in this 
country learn the language of abuse used by the natives, cannot they in the 
same way learn the practice above referred to ? 

9. The Sanjtvant, of the 25th February, says that, according to a recent 
issue of the Charuvdrid, a dacoity was committed 
in the house of Pandit Harachandra, of village 
Kanduli, within the jurisdiction of the Nalitabari 
thana in the Mymensingh district, on the night of the 22nd January last, 
another on the next night in the house of one Ramdulal Chakravati, of village 
Bhatnala, three miles from Sherpur, and some days later a third in the village 
Dapunia, some four or five miles from the town. Mr. Phillips is a zwbberdust 
Magistrate; he does not like ‘‘ slow progress of law;’’ why then such frequent 


dacoities in Mymensingh during his régime? Is this state of things the effect 
of good government ? 


A story of police oppression. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANL 


_ Theft and dacoity near Jessore. 


SAHACHAR, 
Feb, 22nd, 1893. 
The Dum-Dum outrage. 


SANJIVANI, 
Feb. 25th, 1893. 


Dacoities in the Mymensingh 
district. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


10. The Burdwdn Sanjivant, of the 21st February, says that the Secretary 
of State ought not to have allowed himself to be 
intimiiated by the Viceroy’s threat of resignation. 
The Indians have ever been a loyal people, and the Bengalis have always shown 
an attachment for the English. This being the case, the Secretary of State 
ought not to think that, by reversing the jury notification of the Bengal Govern- 
ment, he will lower it in the estimation of the people. The Appellate Courts 
are frequently reversing the decisions of the lower courts, but do these courts 
lose thereby anything of their prestige in the eyes of the public? The Indian 
people do not like to see their Viceroy compromised, and, their attachment to 
the British people and the British raj will increase a hundredfold, if only they 
see the authorities correct their mistake. Again, it does not look well in the 
Viceroy to fling such a threat simply to maintain his own zid. Surely there is 
no lack of men in England who can take the place of the Viceroy in case he 
resigns. If the Viceroy resigns he will simply furnish proof of his bad heart— 
that is all—and the empire will not be in the least affected by it. The public 
both in England and in India have pointed out the impropriety of robbing the 
people of this country all of a sudden, of a valued right which they had enjoyed 
for the last 30 years, and the Secretary of State should have eiven a hearing 
to their views on the subject. ‘the Government of India has asked for 3 
Commission to discuss the matter. They probably want to gain time by this, in 
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ee 


the hope that a change of Ministry may take place in the interval, anda decision 
favourable to themselves may be eventually arrived at. Again, a Commission 
is likely to consist of official members, who will probably give their 
opinion against trial by jury. This is why a Commission has been asked for. 
The news of the appointment of a Commission has extinguished the faint 
glimmer of hope which the people had hitherto entertained in the matter. The 
Secretary of State has not acted properly by thus dissatisfying the English and 


the Indian public. 
Partiality of English Judges 11. The Sahachar, of the 22nd February, has 
the following :— 


for English Barristers. 


The other day, a pleader of the High Oourt was telling the writer that 
in consequence of the practice of engaging barristers in regular appeals the 
incomes of first class pleaders had greatly fallen off. Even in the mufassal 
European Barristers are now engaged in important cases. This partiality for 
European Barristers, notwithstanding that there are native pleaders who can 


hold their own against any of them, is due to an impression which prevails in 


the country that these Barristers command greater respect before English 
Judges than native pleaders do. ‘This impression is not without foundation. 
A man is convicted of an offence and sent to jail. He appeals against the 
conviction and engages a European Barrister. When the appeal comes up for 
hearing before the Sessions Judge, the pleader on the other side applies for a 
postponement. ‘Thereupon the Judge says:— Well, Babu, I cannot send the 
asami to jail simply for your convenience.” But the same Judge would post- 
pone the hearing of an appeal several times for the convenience of an English 
Barristter. Instances of this nature can be multiplied. The writer must 
nevertheless say that has never known an instance in which there has been a 
miscarriage of justice in consequence of this partiality of the English Judge 
for the English Barrister. 

12. The same paper has the following on the 
jury question :— 

The Secretary of State has ordered the appointment of a Commission to 
consider the Jury question. Thus the Government’s zsd in the matter has been 
upheld, and the threat of resignation flung by the Viceroy and the Lieutenant- 
Governor has compelled His Lordship to stear a middle course, The writer must 
again say that this zid on the part of the officials, in matters like the present, is 
very improper. It shows weakness instead of strength on their part, and makes 
the people look upon their acts with suspicion. 
is concerned, the intentions of the authorities may be good, but their acts are 
calculated to give rise to suspicions in the public mind. The increasing 
advance of Russia towards India has made the Indians extremely unwilling to 
cast blame on the acts of Government. It is their wish as well as their interest 
to show the superiority of the English over the Russian system of Government. 
But so far as trial by jury is concerned, the people of India are lagging behind 
the people of Russia. Be that as it may, this order to appoint a Commission 
has given Government an opportunity, and it can now retrieve its prestige by 
looking to the interests of the people. Government should act with the 
impartiality of a judge in the matter of selecting members for the Commission. 
Let those men be appointed its members, who enjoy the confidence of 
Government as well as the public. But then, before the Commission is 
appointed, the Jury notification should be suspended, for otherwise it would 
look like punishing a man first and trying his case next. Sir Charles Elliott 
has shown, at least in the present matter, that he is open to conviction, and 
has admitted the impropriety of disregarding public opinion. Lord Kimberly 
has opened the door through which Government can retire with dignity, and 
if Lord Lansdowne and his Councillors caunot find it out, they will have 
themselves to thank for the result. 

13. The same paper has the following :— 

It is rumoured that Sir Charles Elliott is 
anxious to know what people think about the present criminal administration 
of the country, and has asked several native and European gentlemen on the 
Subject. His Honour’s ignorance in the matter is surprising. The Magistrates 
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Convictions by criminal courts. 


ow-a-days believe that unless they can convict a large percentage of accused — 


Persons they will incur the displeasure of Government. This anxiety of the 


So far as the present question | 
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authorities to secure a large number of convictions in criminal cases is causing 
uneasiness to the people. 
SaHACHAR, 14. The same paper says that there ought to bea Mubammadan represent- 
Feb. 22nd, 1896. 4 Mahammadan representative ative on the Jury Commission, and names Maulavi 
on the Jury Commission. Yusuf in that connection. 

SaHACHAR. 15. The same paper says that a recent trial for murder at the Alipore 
sessions has shown that there is no foundation for 
the statement that native jurors are unwilling to 

convict in murder cases. In the case referred to, four people were charged with 
murder, and Mr. Rampini, Judge, said he would acquit them, for there was no 
reliable evidence against them. The Government pleader also took the same 
ati view. But one of the two assessors neverthless held the prisoners to be guilty, 
Feb. 23rd, 1898. 16. The Hitavadi, of the 23rd February, says that 1t cannot approve of 
any settlement of the Jury question in the manner 
proposed by Government, first, because it has no 
faith in a Commission, and secondly, because a Commission to settle the Jury 
question was first proposed by those people who hate the natives. It must be 
clear to everybody that the appointment of the Jury Commission is only a trick 
to gain time. The writer thinks that the Jury notification should be suspended 

at least so long as the decision of the Commission is not made known, 
BaNcantvast, 17. The Banganivdsi, of the 24th February, says that a glance at the 
Pent ae : _ records of appeal cases heard by the High Court 
PD ag cabrcety and the Meg's during the last few weeks will clearly show what 
injustice is done by the Mufassal Magistracy. Is 
it, then, a wonder that people should be alarmed when they are told that the 
powers of the High Court are to be curtailed? It 1s the High Court which has 
always kept the life and property of the people safe. If the people had been left 
entirely at the mercy of the Penal Code and the zubberdust Magistracy, their 

condition would by this time have become miserable in the extreme. 

18, The same paper says that the Deputy Magistrates have to follow 
four principles in the discharge of their judicial 
duties. These are—(1) to dispose of cases with the 

greatest despatch, and not to postpone a case, under any circumstances, beyond 
a certain number of times; (2) to secure a very large percentage of convictions 
in cases sent up by the police; (3) to inflict the heaviest punishments on 
convicted persons; and (4) to inflict the punishment of whipping on a large 
percentage of persons tried by them. How can, then, the Deputy Magistrates 
be blamed for not doing justice in criminal cases ? 
PULABE DatMin, 19. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 24th February, ironically remarks that the 
oe appointment of Mr. Justice Prinsep to the Presi- 
dentship of the Jury Commission is not an unfit one, 
for at one time Mr. Justice Prinsep was known to have expressed the opinion 
that, if any accused person escaped conviction, it was the mode of trial which 
was to be blamed. This showsthat Mr. Prinsep is an opponent of the jury 
system, anda supporter of Sir Charles Elliott’s jury order. Subsequently, 
however, Mr. Prinsep began to acquit in a large percentage of cases tried by 
him. This may mean that he has since altered his opinion, Nothing certaia 
can, therefore, be predicted about the result of the deliberations of the Com 
mission, and the public will await it with eagerness and anxiety. 
Rianne Gane 20. The Education Gazette, of the 24th February, says that the 
Fob. 24th, 1893. i i Amrita Bazar Patrika having made the state 
comdhashaad th caudanie enna ment that, under the Lieutenant-Governor’s order, 
the Magistrates have no chance of getting prc 
motion unless they convict 65 per cent. of the persons sent up for trial 
before them, His Honour desired his Private Secretary to ask of the editor 
the authority for that statement, and to assure him that no such order had 
ever been issued by him. In reply, the editor said that he could cite no express 
order on the subject, and that his statement was based on popular impression. 
Now, if the public have really come to have an impression of that kind, they 
ought to give it up in the face of the above authoritative disavowal. : 
EpccaTion GAZBTTE, 21, The same paper is of opinion that, until the J ury Commlssion pubs 
lishes its report the operation of the jury notifica 
tion should be suspended. 
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22. The Sanjwvant, of the 25th February, 
writes as follows :— 

A high-handed measure like the jury notification had not been for a long 
time past witnessed in India, Indeed, the way in which the notification was 
issued made it almost a matter of certainty that it would be forthwith with- 
drawn by order of the Home Government, even though a weak man like Lord 
Kimberly happened to be at the head of the India Office. But it has not been 
withdrawn. It is true Lord Kimberly telegraphed to the Viceroy directing its 
withdrawal, but the order has since been couatermanded, as it was supposed that 
an immediate withdrawal of the jury notification would compromise the yu of 
both the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor. It is also this consideration of 
ijut that prevents Sir Charles Elliott from checking the high-handedness 
of Mr. Phillips. The injustice done by the Assistant Magistrates, Joint- 
Magistrates and Dis‘rict Magistrates is now to a great extent rectified by the 
District Judges. But how would justice fare in the land if the District Judges 
took such solicitude for the ijut of the Assistant, the Joint, and the District 
Magistrates? If justice and good government are to make room for 77ut, 
where, indeed, would be the necessity for a Secretary of State and his Council ? 
If it is the obj-ct cf the Government to maintain the iu of the Civil Service 
at any cost, then the High Court and the posts of District Judges should be 
abolished, and the administration of justice should be vested solely and 
exclusively in the hands of the magistracy, for nothing short of this will 
fully maintain the iyut of the executive officers of Government. 

The writer fails to see how the Commission appointed will serve to maintain 
the honour and prestige of the Viceroy and his subordinates. The Secretary of 
State has reserved to himself the power of appointing members to the Commis- 
sion and of defining the scope of its enquiry. And the reason probably is that 
it was feared that if that power were left to the Government of India, only such 
members: would be appointed to the Commission as would support its own views 
on the jury question. Is this likely to increase the prestige of the Viceroy ? Is it 
not an interference with His Excellency’s i#jué? This order to appoint a Com- 
mission means that complaints having been made against the Government of 
India for their action in the jury affair, the Secretary of State has adopted this 
measure for the purpose of enquiring into those complaints, and that as regards 
this enquiry the people of Bengal are as the complainants and the Viceroy and 
his subordinates are as the accused. And lest the choice of the Judge by the 
accused should interfere with:a fair trial, the Secretary of State has himself 
appointed the Judge and settled the issues to be tried by him. The jury 
notification is not a measure which can stand the scrutiny of a Commission, 
and should have been withdrawn at once. But the Secretary of State has 
decided otherwise, and appointed a Commission for the sake of the ijué of 
the Viceroy and his subordinates. That ijué, however, has not been maintained 
even by this means. 

Instead of Mr. Justice Prinsep, the Chief Justice himself should have been 
appointed President to the Commission—the more so as Mr. Prinsep has already 
expressed an opinion adverse to the jury system, while the Chief Justice has 
expressed himself neither for nor against it. Moreover, Mr..Prinsep is a civilian 
who, itis said, is marked out for promotion in the Service. Under these circum- 
stances, Mr. Prinsep should on no account have been appointed to the President- 
ship of the Commission. However, since the issue of the jury notification, Mr. 
Prinsep has on several occasions admitted from the Bench the beneficial character 
of the jury system, and it isto be hoped that he will discharge the grave duties 
entrusted to him with strict impartiality. 

23. The same paper says that Government has an ultimate object in 
appointing the Jury Commission. It is probable that 
the Home Rule question will bring about a speedy 
downfall of the Liberal party; and if the Government of India can somehow 
or other maintain its jury order till that event happens, that order will have 
every chance of remaining in force. For it is almost certain that it will not be 
Withdrawn by the Conservative party. 

24. The same paper says that Mr. McBlaine is now the J oint-Magistrate of 

Mr. McBlaine, Joint-Magistrate Mymensingh in the place of Mr. Hallifax, “ the 
of Mymensiugh, condui-pipe” of Mr. Phillips. Within the short 
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time he has been in that district, he has managed to make a good man 
people displeased with his conduct. Recently he behaved rudely to 4 Pleader 
of the Judge’s Court, who brought the matter to the notice of the Judge. The 
Judge has promised to correct Mr. McBlaine. 
25; The Bangavasi, of the 25th February, says that it has always been of 
opinion that failures in the administration of crim. 
The Lieutenant-Governor and jnak justice are due not to the Government, but 
eo of criminal +> the subordinate criminal judiciary. The fault 
ares lies not with the foreign rulers, but with their 
cowardly native subordinates. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor’s letter to the Editor 
of the Amrita Bazar Patrika ought to convince everybody that His Honour 
never issued any orders requiring Deputy Magistrates to secure the largest 
ercentage of convictions, or ever hinted that the number of convictions would 
be taken into account in judging of the judicial capacity of a Deputy Magis. 
trate. Indeed, it is extremely improbable that His Honour, who is the arbiter 
of the destinies of seventy millions of people, should be so inconsiderate as 
even to hint that innocent persons should be punished, though the impression 
has undoubtedly gained ground that His Honour really wants all accused persons 
whether guilty or not to be punished. But now after this letter from the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor will the Deputy Magistrates be able to perceive His Honour’s 
real intentions and feel a little reassured ? And will they henceforward try tobe 
alittle conscientious ? Will they now show a little sympathy for their fellow- 
countrymen and try to realize for themselves the effect that a system of high- 
handed justice produces upon a people ? His Honour should be thanked for 
this letter. It is true the letter only makes patent what is undoubtedly a great 
defect in the character of the native Deputy Magistrates, but still the writer 
will feel happy if, as a consequence of the assurances which it gives them, 
these officers im future show a little more conscientiousness in the discharge of 
their judicial duties. , 
26. The Dacca Prakash, of the 26th February, has the following :-— 
People read in English history of the abolition 
of slave trade and other generous acts done by the 
English people, and conclude therefrom that they are the most generous nation — 
in the world. But these few generous acts done in the course of several 
centuries do not prove that the English areareally great people. They are great 
in one respect, viz., they are a most farsighted and calculating people, who 
never do an act which will not bring in a hundred fold return in future. 
In their own country, their conduct is to a great extent characterised. by 
impartiality, because no man can there maintain his own position without that 
virtue. But where the absence of impartiality is no bar to the attainment of 
any selfish object, the English can be a most cruel and offensive people. Those 
who have not yet had their eyes opened by daily acts of oppression committed 
by Sahebs and by their method of sucking dry the substance of the Indians, 
will be able to estimate their true greatness from the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
order abolishing jury trial. Beyond giving facilities to English Judges for 
taking bribes, the order in question will do no social or political good. Govern- 
ment has failed to prove the necessity of that order. The offering of facilities 
to English Judges for taking bribes opens a gate to England’s wealth, and if 
it had not been opposed to civilised notions of propriety and decorum to make an 
admission to that effect, that consideration would have been urged in the jury 
despatch asthe chief reason for the abolition of jury trial. Let no one think that 
Government is opposed to English Judges taking bribes simply because it was 
compelled to convict Mr, Crawford of that offence. Though the law makes 
no exception in favour of the Sahebs in this respect, how many Sahebs besides 
Mr. Crawford have been up to this time convicted of bribery ? Again, the 
Crawford case proves that people giving evidence of bribery against a Saheb 
make themselves liable thereby to heavy punishments. The mamlatdars who 
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gave evidence against Mr. Crawford have been sentenced to 10 to 12 years’ 


imprisonment, while Mr. Crawford is enjoying pension at home. It is super- 
fluous to say after this that those who thus encourage the practice of bribery 
by their own countrymen should be unable to approve of jury trial. That trial 
was established in seven districts of Bengal 30 years ago, simply because it was 
found absolutely impossible to conduct the trial of natives by EuropeaD 
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Judges ign orant of the condition of the country. The proposal to appoint a 
Commission to discuss the jury question is intended as a sop to popular 
clamour. God knows what the result of the Commission will be. 

27. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 26th February, has the 
following on the Jury Commission :— 

India hopes most from the two native members 
of the Commission, Maharaja Jotendra Mohan Tagore and Sir Romesh Chandra 
Mitra. It is true the Viceroy did not show much respect for the opinion of 
Sir Romesh Chandra at the time of the discussion of the Consent Bill, but it 
would be wrong to conclude from that fact that His Excellency does not value 
his opinion. For various reasons, His Excellency had to do many wrong 
things at that time. He has, however, done well to appoint Sir Romesti 
Chandra to the Commission. Government has also acted properly in selecting 
Maharaja Jotendra Mohan to be a member of the Commission, as the Maharaja 
is much esteemed both in this country and in England. on 

It was wrong on the part of Government not to have consulted Sir Griffith 
Evans before publishing the jury notification, and it is perhaps with the 
object of repairing that mistake that Sir Griffith has now been given a seat on 
the Commission. There can be no doubt that Sir Griffith’s opinion on this 
jury question will only be such as can be expected of an English Barrister. 

Yhe Lieutenant-Governor will be represented on the Commission by 
Mr. Wilkins. His views on the jury question are not known to the public. 
But the mere fact that Mr. Wilkins is the Lieatenant-Governor’s nowinee is 
no reason why he should adopt a wrong course. | 

As for the President of the Commission, Mr. Prinsep, though he has found 
fault with the jury system, he has recommended its improvement and not its 
abolition—a recommendation which has been always made by this paper. 

The enquiry to be made by the Commission, instead of being solely confined 
to the consideration of the propriety or impropriety of the Government’s jury 
order, should also deal with the question of extending the jury system to those 
districts of Bengal as well as to those offences to which it does not now apply. 


The Jury Commission. 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Feb. 26th, 1893. 


That the system will admit of improvement by being made applicable to a larger — 


number of offences is shown by the action of the Government itself which has 
extended jury trial to offences relating to marriage. 

It is certain that the people will not be satisfied until jury trial is 
re-introduced in murder and other cases in which it has been abolished. 
Government has abolished jury trial in these cases on the alleged ground of 
failures of justice. But the Commission can and ought to devise some means 
for remedying that evil without restricting thescope of the jury system. 

28. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the Ist March, says that, 
according to the Pioneer, there was no necessity 
for the Jury Commission, and a reversal of the 
jury orders would make it impossible for Govern- 
ment to carry on the administration of the country. Does the Pioneer, 
then, mean tosay that the work of administration cannot be carried on if a 
single act of the Government in this country is reversed by the Home authori- 
ties? If that were the case, how could English administration in this country 
survive the vetoing of the Ilbert Bill by the Secretary of State? Again, how 
would the administration be carried on, if the Secretary of State should accede 


The Pioneer and the Jury Com- 
mission. 


to the request of the Anglo-Indian community to abolish the income-tax, dnd: 


to the prayer of the Anglo-Indian officials to make some concession to them in 
respect of pay and pension in consideration of the low rate of exchange? 
What the Pioneer probably means, is that no measure adopted by the Govern- 


ment in this country, which affects the natives, suould be set aside by the 
Secretary of State. 


(d)— Education. 


29. The Qlubaria Darpan, of the 11th Februar‘, asks the Howrah Dis. 
trict Board to make over all upper and lower 
primary schools in the Ulubaria subdivision of the 
Howrah district to the control of the Local Board, 
under the direct supervision of a small Committee 
If this is done, the affairs of the schools and the conduct of 


Primary education in the Ulu- 


baria subdivision of the Howrah 
strict. 


In each case, 


DaINIK-0.SAMAOHAR 
CHANDRIKA ,- 


Mar, Ist, 1893. 


ULUBARIA Darpan, 
Feb, 11th, 18¢3, 
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Feb. 23rd, 1893. 


SuLABA DaINIK, 
Feb, 25th, 1893. 
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SuLABH DAINIK, 
Feb. 27th, 1893. 


SuLABH DAINIK, 
Mar. Ist, 18v3. 


BunDWwan SANJIVANI, 
Feb. 2lst, 1893. 
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the teachers will be properly looked after—a duty which is not at present 
properly done by Sub-Inspectors of Schools. As rezards the high class, 
middle English, and middle vernacular schools, which are supposed to be 
under the control of Executive Committees, the Secretaries to those schools 
practically do what they hke. ‘The educational authorities are therefore asked 
to take steps to increase the efficiency of these Committees. It may be 
mentioned in this connection that one great fault of the Office of the Inspector, 
Western Circle, is that it makes undue delay in the disposal of business, and 
people asking for an early decision in any matter cannot obtain the same under 
two or three montis’ time. i es ee we ek . 

, e Hitavadi, of the 23rd February, has 
ame Madrassa Debating Club the following remarks on the Government ’ ry 

tion on the Madrassa Debating Club affair:— 

All teachers and students wiil, no doubt, obey the instructions given 
them by Sir Charles Elliott in this Resolution; but it must be said that they 
have failed to understand the reason of those instructions. The public, too, 
have failed to see for what fault Government has punished Maulavi Kubiruddin, 
though the Maulavi himself has admitted his fault. ‘There seems to be no 
meanness to which a man cannoi stoop through necessity. 

A meeting of the Madrassa Debating Club was held on the 18th February 
last at No. 6, Munshi Oliulla’s Lane, at which Maulavi Kabiruddin’s conduct 
in admitting his own fault and that of the Club was censured in no measured 
terms, This action of the Club has been quite worthy of the chivalrous Mubam- 
madan community. The meeting said nothing about the Government Resolu- 
tion, but criticised the conduct of only such men of the Mussalman community 
us in its opinion deserved to be censured in connection with the late affair. Of 
course, Sir Charles Elliott caunot take any objection to this. If His Honour 
has sense, he will take a lesson from the proceedings of this meeting. In fact, 
it was not proper for him to interiere in this matter at all. 

31. The Sulabh Daintk, of the 25th February, says that the questions set 
“fhe Pleadership examination. at the last Pleadership examination were more 


difficult than those set at the B. L. examination. 
The Hon’ble Justice Chunder Madhab Ghose expressed his astonishment at the 


pecuilar way in which the questions were framed. The examiners seem to 
have been out of their senses when they set the papers. It such persons be 


selected examiners in future, people will have nochance of passing the Pleader- 
ship ¢xamination. 


(¢) —Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


82. The Sulabk Dainik, of the 27th February, says that the Chitpur Road 
Wins Wilaee hea becomes one sheet of water after a shower of rain. 
ee wo Even the footpaths then become impassable. This 
inconvenience may be removed by paving them with flag-stone. But it 
is strange that, while the Municipality has made that arrangement in Cnow- 
ringhee, it will not do it in the native quarter of the town. The ways of the 
Municipality are indeed mysterious. 
33. The Sulabh Dainik, of the lst March, says that the people have to 


suffer various inconveniences in crossing rivers 10 
Complaints regarding ferries. 


ferry boats. There is no uniform rate for ferrying 
Over passengers at certain ferries like those at Chanduria in Khulna and in 
Nadia. Government should attend to this matter. 


(r)}—Questions affecting the land. 


34. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 21st February, says that there can be 
no doubt that the zamindars of Bihar will 10se 
rather than gain by a cadastral survey of that 
province. This is clear from the resuits of the survey of the Sujamuta 
Mahal belonging to the Burdwan Raj estate. The survey has proved so costly 
that any other estate would have been completely impoverished by it. If Raja 
Ban Behari Kapur had not made private arrangements with the raiyats ip the 
matter, it would have necessitated the abandonment of that mahal. Again, 38 
in every instance where the raiyats claim a piece of land as lakhirai, the onus 


The cadastral survey of Bihar. 


r iy) 


of proof lies on the zamindar, many mai lands have come to be classed a 
lakhiraj, and the income of many mahals has in consequence decreased. It is 
thus clear that zamindars lose rather than gain by a cadastral survey. 


35. The Sudhakam, of the 25th February, says that it has received a letter 
ee _.. from an influential jotdar of pargana Baharband 
oe oll gpg in the zamindari of Maharani Swarnamayi, in the 
’ Rangpur district, complaining of the oppressions 
which are being committed on himself and other raiyats by the Maharani’s 
men. The jotdar is a respectable man and his representations cannot 


be false. 

36. The same paper says that, though the Bengal Tenancy Act forbids the 
zamindarsto levy from their raiyatsa higher rate of 
interest upon arrears of rent than 12 per cent. per 
annum, and any illegal cesses, the Zamindars of 
Mymensingh and their men exact from their raiyats a compound interest of 
Rs. 3-2 per cent. per month upon all arrears of rent, and a number of 
illegal abwabs, such as kharach, nuzzur, tahari and dusturt. The poor raiyats 
have not the means to protest against these illegal exactions, and will 
eo on sinking deeper and deeper in poverty unless Government sees its way 
to interfere and grant them relief. 


37. The Pratikdr of the 24th February, says that in most places the 

. incomes derived from Hindu debottar properties, 

Hindu religious and charitable and particular charitable endowments are being 
ee misappropriated by thetrustees. The writer dislikes 
the idea of Government interference in the matter, while the provisions of the 
existing law relating to the admitistration of such properties are too elaborate 
and intricate to render any immediate or speedy relief. It is the duty of 
every Hindu to try to devise means for checking the abuse. For the present, 
the best way to check the misappropriation would be for the District Boards 


Illegal exactions by the zamin- 
dars of Mymensingn. 


to prepare lists of charitable endowments lying within their respective jurisdic- 
tious, and exercise a general superintendence over their affairs. 


(g)— Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


38. The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 11th February, has the following :— 
Mr. Scotland, Executive Engineer, Cossai 
, Hereanmens x vata’ mae ply- Division, is always anxious to increase the revenue 
a of Government. He has largely increased the rate 
of rent payable for lands in Ulubaria, bordering 
on the Midnapore Canal. He also proposed to levy toll on the steamers and 
barges belonging to Messrs. Hoare, Miller & Co. at the same rate at which it 
is levied on country boats. But the Company, who are Sahibs, had interest in 
influential quarters, and nobody paid any heed to Mr. Scotland’s proposal. 
He next tried to increase the toll-rate on the country boats. Formerly, if the 
capacity of any boat exceeded the regulation Jimit by a few maunds, these few 
maunds were exempted from assessment. The regulation limit was 120 
maunds, and a boat with a capacity, say of 123 maunds, was assessed to the toll- 
rate only for 120 maunds, But now, at the instance of Mr. Scotland, the regu- 
lation limit has been increased, and a boat having a capacity of 123 maunds is 
considered to have one of 125 maunds, and assessed accordingly. This has 
caused great loss and inconvenience to native boatmen, and the boat-borne 
traffic has greatly declined, and, as a consequence, Government revenue has 


suffered. If they are dealt withinthis way, the few boats which still ply in the 
Midnapore Canal will disappear shortly. 


39. A correspondent of the Chdruvdértd, of the 20th February, says that 

. : the want of a road from Pa:kura to Sherpur in the 

listriae | 12 the ~=Mymensingh Mymensingh district has been long felt by the 

residents of the former place, and the work was 

taken in hand by the Local Board. But it did not make much progress, having 

been stopped after the portion of the road up to Kandipara had been completed. 

{t is hoped that the local authorities will soon see to the construction of the 
remaining portion of the work. | ) 


SUDHAKAR, 
Feb. 25th, 1893, 


SUDHAKAR. 


PRATIKAR, 
Feb. 24th, 1893. 


ULUBARIA DaRPAN, 
Feb. 11th, 1893, 


CHARUVARTA, 
Feb. 20th, 1893. 
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PRAKERITI, 
Feb. 21st, 1893. 


HITAVADI1. 
Feb, 23rd, 1893. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
Feb. 20th, 1893. 


CHARUVARTA, 
Feb. 20th, 1893, 


BURDWAN SaNnJivanl, 
Feb, 21st, 1893. 


SAHACHAR, 
Feb. 22nd, 1893, 


BuaRat Mitra, 
Feb, 23rd, 1893 


| i } 


40. A correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 21st February, complains of 

| the absence of good roads at Ranidanga, a village 

Roads at Ranidanga in the near Barasat, in the 24-Parganas district. This 
peace causes great inconvenience to the villages during 


the rains. The nearest post office is some four to five miles distant from the 
village. This inconvenience may be removed by setting up a letter-box within 
the village itself. The authorities are asked to look to these grievances of the 


le. , 
gaa: The Hitavddt, of the 23rd February, draws attention to the dilapi. 


dated condition of the road called after Ahalydbai, 
Ahalyébai’s road from Howrah which runs from Salikha, in the Howrah district, 
sommes through Sadipur-Jahanabad to Benares. 


(4) — General. 


42, The Dacca Gazette, of the 20th February, says that the public will 
have nc reason to complain if, in accordance with 


Supply of provisions to officials the reply given by Sir Philip Hutchins to the 
on tour. . : ; ° ‘ ‘ 
Raja of Bhinga’s question, effect is given to the 


orders of Government on the subject of supplying provisions to officers on tour. 
There is no denying, however, that in Bengal the police commits great oppres- 
sion on the people in connection with the supply of such provisions. If the 
officials for whom the supplies are obtained take the trouble to enquire into the 
matter, they will surely learn the truth, and not think as they do now, that 
the people of the country are in very easy circumstances, when food, fuel, &c., 
can be purchased for them at so cheap rates. 
43. The Charuvarta, of the 20th February, says that the country will be 
ruined if Government accedes to the request of 
aciattieicwece inaracnitecs tbe Anglo-Indian officials to introduce a gold cur- 
rency in thiscountry. Neither theraiyat nor the Zamindar is well off, and a gold 
currency will surely ruin them both by indirectly increasing the rent and the 
revenue alike, 
44. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 21st February, thanks the Lieutenant- 
. . a Governor for his order increasing, by one rupee, 
ment’s meniel &euts. -»-_:—s the salaries of menial servants in the Government 
offices in certain districts, and reauests His Honour 
to extend the same favour to the same class of Government employés in the 
district of Burdwan, where rice is selling at 12 seers a rupee, 
45, The Sahachar, of oe 22nd February, has the following on Sir Charles 
lliott :— 

Sir Charles is a perfect gentleman at home. If 
anybody, whois nota Government servant, goes to see him on business, 
he finds at every turn, the proof of His Honour’s liberality and affability. His 
Honour has absolutely no hypocrisy or duplicity about him, and spends much 
money in secret charities, so much so that while in Calcutta he is probably 
compelled to spend every cowrie of his salary of Rs. 8,000a month, He is 
passionately fond of work, and works till 2 o’clock in the morning every day. 
Few men can labour so hard at his age. He sees everything with his own eyes, 
and never allows any work to fall into arrear. He wants to see all officers 
under him to be industrious and swift in the despatch of their duties, He dis- 
likes the waste of public money in any shape, and the waste of even a grass 
blade or a little filtered water annoys him. He has another great virtue, and 
that is he refuses to be duped by the representations of his officers. Honest 
workers are Sir Charles’ favourites, and he has no indulgence even for high 
Officials, when |they ,happen to be indolent and frivolous. But he has one 
fault, and that is, he does not know how to act in consultation with other 
people. His idea probably is that what he does is the best, and that his own 
judgment is not liable to error. 

46. The Bharat Mitra, of the 28rd February, cannot approve of the pro- 
posal of the Government of India to curtail the 
powers of the High Court, and to increase those of 
the Local Government. If the powers of the High 
Court rt curtailed all effectual check upon executive high-handedness will be 
removed. 


Sir Charles Elliott. 


The powers of the High Court 
and the Local Government. 


( 179 ) 


47, The Hitavadi, of the 23rd February, cannot understand how Mr. Ormond, 

a Barrister of only a few years’ standing, came to 

The Second Judgeship of the he appointed Second Judge of the Calcutta Small 
Ee Cause Court in supersession of the claims of 


Mr. K. M.Chatterji, the Officiating Third Judge, alearned man and a barrister 


of long standing at the bar, and of Babu Jadu Nath Rai, who is an able 


and experienced member of the Judicial Service. What ought to have 
been done in justice to these officers, was to have giveu a lift to each of them 
and taken a new man in the last post. Several Bengali gentlemen have before 
this filled the post of Second Judge, and it is not clear why in the present 
instance the claims of Bengalis to this post have been overlooked. It seems 
that under Sir Charles Ellicott, Bengalis must expect no promotion or preferment 
for themselves. It is said that Mr. Ormondis goingtomarry a daughter of Sir 
Charles Eliiott’s. Are the sons-in-law to be given preference even in the 
public service ? : 

Some say that the post has been given to a European, because Govern- 
ment intends to curtail the salaries attached to all the Small Cause Court 
Judges hips except the firsttwo. The writer is, in the first instance, opposed to 
reduction of expenditure by curtailing the salaries of judicial officers, and, 
secondly, he strongly cbjecis tothe making of such race distinctions. It 
seems, there will be no end to Sir Charles Elliott’s achievements. 

48. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 24th February, cannot understand why 

7 Mr. Ormond has been appointed Second Judge of 
" ee the Calcutta Small Cause Court, in supersession of 
aici the superior claims of a large number of Native and 
European members of the local bar. It is said that Mr. Ormond is a relative 
of Sir Charles Elliott’s,and heace theappointment. In thesame way Mr. Lutt- 
man-Johnson, a friend of Sir Charles, was brought over from Assam and made 
Commissioner of the Dacca Division, in supersession of the claims of the Bengal 
Civilians. It would seem that it is not always possible for the authorities to 
act in these matters with justice and impartiality. 

49. The Banganivasi, of the 24th February, says that itis proposed to 

appoint a European, an outsider, to officiate for 

I ely sa Judgeship of the Wr, MacEwen, Second Judge of the Calcutta Small 

alcutta Small Cause Court. C : : ; : 

ause Court, on the latter’s going away on leave. 

The claim of the Third Judge has been overlooked because he is a black native, 

though a barrister-at-law. If the report be true, a strong protest ought to be 

made against this action of Sir Charles Elliott, as the Bengalis are being 
gradually deprived of all their privileges under his Government. 

50. The Prakriti, of the 25th February, says that though Government is 
about toincura large additional expenditure by fixing 
the pay of the new post of Assistant Director. 
General of Post Offices at Rs. 700 per month, yet it has shown parsimony in the 
matter of redressing the grievances of the post-peons. These half-fed men do 
responsible work and are greatly overworked, and it is not easy to see why 
Government has not taken their case into its favourable consideration. ' 

51, The Sulabh Dainik, of the 25th February, says that the history 
Government's disregard of native Of thie country, fromthe time of Lord Lytton 
opinion, downwards, shows the determination of the 
rnlers to ignore the voice of the people in the administration of the 
country. Vehement popular agitation against Lord Lytton’s public measures, 
like the imposition of the Income-tax, and the passing of the Vernacular Press 
Act, was simply ignored. It must have been a fortunate circumstance for 
India that Lord Ripon came out as its ruler after Lord Lytton, and repealed 
the Vernacular Press Act. If the Act in question had not been repealed, the 
editors of vernacular newspapers would have been living in jail by thistime. The 
passing of the Ilbert Bill in the form in which it was proposed by Lord Ripon 
was prevented by the opposition of a handful of Anglo-Inaians, which drowned 
the voice of 250 millions of the Indian people. During Lord Dufferin’s time 
Burma was annexed in the interests of British trades, notwithstanding the 
unanimous condemnation of the measure by the Native Press. The passing of 
the Age of Consent Act, during the present administration, in spite of the 
unanimous condemnation of the measure by all classes of the people, also shows 


The complaints of the post-peons. 
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what little weight Government attaches to the voice of its Indian subjects. 
A loud outcry was raised against the Village Chaukidari Bill, but the Bill has become 
law notwithstanding. Even the voice of the indigo-planters, who are always 
favoured by the Government, was ignored when the land revenue of Assam 
was enhanced. The Municipal Bill has been amended without con- 
sulting the welfare of the people. There has been a persistent agitation in 
regard to the reconstitution of the Legislative Councils, but very little 
has been gained in the end. Extensive agitation was made against the 
measure abolishing trial by jury, but it has resulted only in theappointment ofa 
Commission. If the Secretary of State wants to appoint a Commission, let him 
do it, but the appointment of Mr. Justice Prinsep, who is a bitter opponent of 
the jury system, as the President of the Commission, seems to be a perfect 
mystery. Itis clear that in directing the appointment of a Commission the 
Secretary of State must have allowed himself to be influenced by the authorities 
in India. Such conduct on the part of the Secretary of State in matters 
which concern the public surely betrays his weakness. 

52. The Sanjivani, of the 25th February, says that there is nothing to 

The Second Judgeship of the Wonder at in the appointment of Mr. Ormond, a 

Calcutta Small Cause Court very junior Barrister, to the Second Judgeship of the 
Calcutta Small Cause Court in supersession of the claims of Mr. K. M. Chat- 
terji, Babu Jadunath Rai, and Mr. Abdul Hossein. ‘1hose who are expressing 
surprise at the appointment ought to remember that Mr. Ormond is a relation 
of Sir Charles Elliott’s, or that he is soon to become one by ties of marriage. 
Government holds the Indian empire for the purpose of providing for the rela- 
tives of big offieials, and why should Sir Charles Eiliott not have iis share of. the 
advantage ? ‘This is not the first instance tbat Sir Charles has shown such 
favour to a relation. He appointed Dr. Leaby to be Civil Surgeon of the 
’4-Parganas in disregard of the claims of Dr. R. L. Dutt, and other senior 
and more experienced officers. The matter attracted the attention of the 
Government of India, and an explanation was called for from the Lieutenant- 
Governor, who stated in reply that Dr. Leahy was his family physician, and was 
therefore “posted to the 24-Parganas. This explanation did not satisfy the 
Government of India, which remarked that there wasno rule for appointing the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s family physician to the post of Civil Surgeon of the 
24-Parzanas, and that, if His Honour go pleased, he might appoint the Civil 
Surgeon of the 24-Parganas for the time bring to be his family physician. Dr. 
Leahy, nevertheless, continues to be the Civil Surgeon of the 24-Parganas. At 
one time it was supposed that Sir Charles Elliott was not the man to yield to 
private influences in the discharge of his official duties. But that supposition 
has been falsified by the appointments of Dr. Leahy and Mr. Ormond. Has 
Sir Charles no more relatives in the country? 

03. The same paper says that it has heard that Mr. Phillips will be 

Mr. Phillips’ transfer from transferred to Mongbyr in the second week of 

Mymensingh. March. It will be better to place him in charge 
of a small district, like Monghyr, than in that of a big district like Mymen- 
singh. But could not room be made for him in the Opium or the Forest 
Department ? 

54, The same paper bas the following:— 


Let the people of Mymensingh rejoice, for 
Phillips’ reign in Mymensingh will soon 
come to an end. The Calcutta Gazette for next 
Wednesday (the Ist March) will announce Mr. Phillips’s transfer to 
Mongbhyr, if, in the mean‘imwne, the Lieutenant-Governor does not resent the 
publication of this news and alter his mind. 
Oo. Referring to the statement in the Pioneer that a grant of 15 
The Famine Insurance Fung, Millions of rupees will be made in the ensuing 
budget for famine insurance, the Bangardsi, of 
the 25th February, says that, though famine and scarcity have several times 
prevailed in the country since the creation of the Famine Insurance Fund, 
few people have hitherto received any practical proof of its existence. The 
task of saving the people during periods of scarcity and famine is being 
gradually entrusted to thut scapegoat of Local Self-Government—the District 
Boards. . But as both the Fund and Local Self-Government have a common 


Mr. Phillips’ transfer from 
Mymensingb. Mr 
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origin, namely the wish of the rulers, the people have no reason to be sorry 
that the duty of famine relief has been imposed on the District Boards. They 
are born to suffer, and suffer they will, till death puts an end to all their suffer- 


ae 56. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide, of the 27th February, complains 

Judgeships of the Calcutta of the action of Government in appointing two 
Small Cause Court. Europeans to the 1st and 2nd Judgeships of the 
Calcutta Small Cause Court. 

67. The Dainik-o-Samdchar Chandrika, of the 27th February, is sorry at the 
remark made by Lord Kimberley, tothe effect that 
the Indian Governors should not allow an appeal 
to the Secretary of State for the commutation of 
a capital sentence when they themselves possess the power to commute such 
sentence. Why should not the Indian people have the privilege of appealing 
to the Queen-Empress, or, in other words, to the Ministry, for mercy, when the 


Criminal appeals to the Queen- 
Empress. 


DARUSSALTANAT 
AND UrpDv GUIDB, 


Feb. 27th, 1893. 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKa, 


Feb, 27th, 1893. 


English people enjoy that privilege? Have the Indian people no claim to the — 


mercy of their Sovereign? Criminal appeals to the home authorities were 
not permitted on the ground that such appeals would cause undue delay 
in the execution of sentences. But circumstances are now changed, and com- 
munication between Engiand and India now takes much less time than former- 
ly. Such being the case, appeals in criminal cases should now be allowed to 
the home authorities under exceptional circumstances. 
58. he Sulabh Dainik, of the 28th February, cannot but view with dis- 
) trust the efforts of Mr. Caine and certain other 
inane te ae the saleof Members of Parliament for the suppression of the 
Lae sale of siddhi, ganja, and opium in India, and their 
in difference inthe matter of the extensive sale and use of liquor which is 
ruining her people. These gentlemen have, possibly, some ulterior motive in 
agitating for the suppression of the sale of the former intoxicants only, which 
are far more cheap than any sort of liquor. The suppression of the sale of 
ganja, &c., will serve to increase the number of drunkards in the country, and, 
in consequence, the number of thieves, cheats, &c. | 
59. The Sulabh Dainik, of the lst March, says that Mr. Ormond, who 
has been appointed 2nd Judge of the Calcutta 
Small Cause Court, is not certainly an abler man 
than the present 3rd and 4th Judges of that court. 
As a Barrister, he is also their junior. Nor has Mr. Ormond been praised by 
the Judges of the High Court for any special qualification or remarkable apti- 
tude for work. There must be, then, some mystery in his appointment over 
the heads of those officers. What merit, unknown to the public, has the 
Lieutenant-Governor then discovered in Mr, Ormond? The present appoint- 
ment is the more open to objection, as Mr. Cotton held out promises of promo- 
tion to the ord and 4th Judges. But Mr. Ormond possesses a fine person, 
and can sing well. His singing at Belvedere is said to have charmed the 
Lieutenant-Governor. A fine person and a sweet voice are, doubtless, great 
recommendations with ladies. But it is a mystery why the Lieutenant- 
Governor is so partial to Mr. Ormond. 
60. The same paper cannot approve of ‘the new system, introduced by the 
Appointment of  Sub-Depety Lieutenant-Governor, of appointing raw youths 
Collectors, successful in a competitive examination as Sub- 
, _ Deputy Collectors in preference to experienced 
anungos. If succcess in a competitive examination be deemed so very neces- 
sary, why not hold a departmental examination for the selection of Sub- 
Deputy Collectors from among kanungos ? 


‘Mr. Ormond’s appointment to 
the Calcutta Small Cause Court. 


ITI.—LEGisnative. 


The rules under the Indian 
Councils Act. 


61. The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 11th Feb- 
ruary, has the following :— 


Last year, in her speech from the throne, the Queen-E 
° ° e ° 4 “ on . k f 
the Indian Councils Act in the following words: —* P have stile Giauiied 
p maneenne for improving the constitution and proceedings of the Legislative 
uncils in India, which will, I trust, enable my Government in that country 
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more fully to ascertain the opinions and wishes of the various races and classes 
of my subjects.” But the new rules which have been passed underthat Act 
have not realised this wish of the sovereign. They do not contain any provi- 
sion for ascertaining the views of the different races and classes of Indian 
people, nor do they provide for the election or the nomination of non-official 
members. No power of discussing the budget has been given to the members, 
nor have they been expressly empowered to ask questions on any subject under 
discussion in the Council. There is also no provision in the rules for giving 
the members power to call for any official papers. Thus the new rules practi- 
cally make no new concessions and have been conceived io an illiberal spirit. 
Under the new Act, the maximum number of the members of the Viceregal 
Council will be 24. ‘hus only 24 persons will be appointed to look to the 
interests of 20 crores of people! Of these 24, 16 will be officials and only 
8 non-officials! ‘These rules therefore have disappointed people who enter- 
tained high hopes regarding the effects of the new Act. Nobody had any 
idea before this of the crooked intentions which the Government of India 
and the India Office in England had cherished in the matter. All this is to 
be set down to the bad luck of the people of India. 


SaHacnar, 62. The Sahachar, of the 22nd February, says that the Raja of Bhinga 
Feb, 22nd, 1893, asked the first question under the newly acquired 
right of interpellation. The question had reference 
to oppression connected with the taking of provisions from village people 
by the followers of officials on tour. In reply Sir Philip Hutchins could 
not wholly deny this oppression. The Magistrates now, as a rule, never take 
goods without paying for them. They at any rate pay the price of the 
goods they take, but it is doubtful whether or not their servants band 
over the same in full to people to whom it is due.- The tours of the officials 
prove a heavy drain on the resources of the zamindars, for they have 
to supply food, bedding, costly wines, horses, carriages and various other things 
for the use not only of the Magistrate but of his friends who may happen to 
accompany him in his tours. The zamindars have to submit to all this ex- 
penditure, for theydare not dissatisfy the Magistrate. But education is now 
spreading among the people, and even ordinary agriculturists know how to 
read and write. And before any of them sues the Magistrate in the Civil 
Court for the price of fowls and eggs supplied by him, Government ought to 
take some remedial measures. Formerly the people thought that they were 
bound to supply labour and goods gratis to the authorities, but education has 
now disabused them of that impression; and Government ought to remove their 
grievances in this respect. The country now requires to be governed on a 
different principle. If Government is to remain a despotism, let it be German 
despotism, and not the despotism of Abdur Rahman. At any rate, let it be 
sucii that under it the people need have no cause for anxiety regarding their 
persons, property and other belongings. The right of interpellation should be 
exercised with great caution in order that the authorities may get accustomed 
to it. If it is carried to excess, it may be abolished at once. As for appealing 
to England, the value of such appeals has been seen in the case of the jury 


notification. ‘The threat of resignation by the authorities has proved of greater 
value than jury trial. 


The Raja of Bhinga’s question. 
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Rawoanrvast, 63. The Banganivdsi, of the 24th February, says that the title of the 


Fob. SO. aye i Habitual Offenders Bill is calculated to awaken a 
The Havtinel Otpatery Sv hope in the minds of the people that, in future 
their life and property will be quite safe avainst badmashes. But the writer 
is sorry to say that his experience does not warrant him in entertaining sucb 
a hope. Everybody will, no doubt, admit that the object of the Bill is praise- 
worthy, but one fails to see its necessity. Is not the existing law sufficient 
for keeping the habitual badmashes in check? Or has crime so increased of 
late as to necessitate the enactment of new laws for its suppression? Neither 
of these suppositions is, however, warranted by fact. | 
Though the proposed law will do no good, it will increase the sufferings of 
all honest people, by increasing the powers of the police. If Government’s real 
objectin introducing the Biil were merely to enable the police to exercise a power 
of surveillunce over badmashes, there would, indeed, be no necessity for the 
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measure, inasmuchas the police already possess sufficient powers for that pur- 
pose. The fact is, that so long as the personne! of the police is nob thoroughly 
improved, no law, however stringent, will enable Government to gain its 
object. The writer cannot therefore approve of the provisions of the present 


ill. 
r 64. The same paper says that the question put by the Raja of Bhinga 


in the Viceroy’s Council was an important one, 
but the answer given to it by Sir Philip 
Hutchins was not quite satisfactory. It was clear from Sir Philip’s answer 
that Government was aware of the existence of the grievance complained of, 
but did nothing to remove it. It may be Sir Philip’s own honest belief that 
the shop-keepers get the price of supplies of russud made to officials on tour, 
but that is no proof that they do really get it. If there had been no grievance 
on the subject, the matter would not have been agitated at all. It is clear, 
however, that the right of interpellation now given to the members of Councils 
will be to a certain extent beneficial to the country, as it will serve to attract 
the attention of the authorities to the grievances of the people. 

65. The same paper says that, though the residents of Calcutta are 
already heavily burdened with municipal taxes, 
yet another tax is proposed to be put upon them, 
in the shape of a fire-brigade rate. ‘The necessity for the maintenance of a fire- 
brigade arises principally from the existence of mills, warehouses, and wood 
and straw depots within the town. It is true the bustees are at times liable to 
fires, but in such cases the fire-brigade is scarcely needed to put them down. 
It is clear, therefore, that it would be highly unjust to tax the whole popula- 
tion for the benefit of a wealthy section of the community. The owners of 
bustees, too, should not be taxed. ‘The Indian Association has submitted a 
memorial to the Lieutenant-Governor against the proposal, and itis to be hoped 
that Sir Charles Elliott will consider it favourably. oo | 

66. The Sanjivani, of the 25th February, cannot understand what quali- 

The Maharaja of Gidhour asa fication in the Maharaja of Gidhour so fascinated 
member of the Bengal Council. the Lieutenant-Governor as to induce His Honour 
to give that gentleman a seat inthe Bengal Council. It will be easy to 
lecislate for the country if the Council is filled with such members, For it 
will then cost no effort to pass ten such laws as the Chaukidari Act. ; 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


67. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 21st February, 

The condition of the crops in S4yS that the outturn of the crops in the Narail 
the district of Jessore. sub-division of the Jessore district has not been 
bad this year. But the purchase of rice in large quantities by a Calcutta 
mahajan is increasing its price. It is rumoured that the mahajan io question 
will purchase rice worth one lakh of rupees and export it to Madras. This 


will make rice dear in this part of the country. Government ought to look to 
the matter. 


The Raja of Bhinga’s question. 


The Fire-Brigade Bill. 


68. The Bangacasi, of the 25th February, says that paddy is selling at a 


Scarcity in the Khulna diss Very high pricein Bansdaha within the jurisdiction 
trict. of the Satkhira sub-division of the Khulna district. 
Even middle class people, not to speak of the poorer classes, are suffering 
txtremely. Few people are getting two meals a day. 

69. The Midnapore correspondent of the Prakriti, of the 25th February, 
Distress in the Midnapore reports distress‘in a severe form from that district 
strict, The condition of the people in the Dandun thana is 

€xtremely deplorable. Most of the families ure either starving or living on one 
Meala day. Corn is selling at a rate which is double of what it was before, 
Poor families are getting Rs. 2 per month from the Dandun Relief Fund. But 
Considering the high price of the food-grains, this aid will prove very 
inadequate. 

10. The Sanjivani, of the 25th February, says that the fact is significant 

1 Distress in some districts of that though Government is never willing to 
er Bengal, admit the existence of scarcity and distress in the 


Country, it has in the present year set apart a crore and a half of rupees in the 


udget for famine relief, Already there are si i 
g ; are signs of distress in the, Burdwan 
ankura, Hooghly and 24-Parganas districts in Lower Bengal. 
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71. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 28th February, says that even the Pioneer 

Sis coltauk. has ina manner admitted that scarcity is being 
sawe felt, or will soon be felt, in certain districts of 
Lower Bengal. That Government relief works will have to be opened sooner 
or later is certain. But unless timely help is rendered to those who suffered 
from the last year’s scarcity, there will be a heavy mortality. The outlook is 
very gloomy. Indeed, considering that though the harvest has been just 
gathered, signs of scarcity are already visible, one can easily guess how the 
people will fare in the months of Bhadra and Aswin next. Government should 
not in the present crisis depend solely upon the reports of its subordinate 
officers, or leave the future to take care of itself. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


72. The Ulubaria Darpan, of the 11th February, deeply regrets to notice 
the omission from the Queen’s speech at the epening 
of Parliament of all reference to India or Indian 
affairs. 


73, Nepal Gazi, the Sahachar’s humourist, 


Nepal Gazi on the Viceroy and } i 
Sir Philip Hutchins’ resignation. remarks as follows: 


The Queen’s speech. 


The Viceroy has threatened to resign if the jury notification is withdrawn. 
But how many people will shed tears if His Excellency leaves the country ? 
The belatwallas think that no Viceroy like Lord Lansdowne ever came out to 
India, and so they have made a muddle of the jury question. But then the 
statement that no Viceroy like Lord Lansdowne ever came out to India is after 
allin a sensenot untrue. Sir Philip Hutchins has also threatened to resign. 
If he resigns, the Gazi will offer sirnt at the Pir’s darga. Manik Pir was the 
Pir who had cattle under his special protection, and this Hutchins is the 
peoples’ Pir, And if the people had not been silly like so many cattle, 
this Pir would not have been able to dojust as he liked. If all people had 
joined the Congress, all this evil would not have arisen. 


74. The Hitavadi, of the 23rd February, says that the Anglo-Indian 
| | officials, who in a body complained to the Viceroy 
The Anglo-Indian officials and of the difficulty they were put to by the low rate 
the exchange difficulty. . 
of exchange, were assured by His Excellency that 
Government would do its best to remove their grievance. Of course, when the 
Anglo-Indian officials complain of their pay being too small, they must have 
it increased. But were any native employé of Government to make a similar 
complaint, the authorities would at once reply that fifty rupees ought to be 
enough for a native. Be that as it may, it becomes a question how Govern- 
ment is to raise the money with which to meet these new demands of the 
Anglo-Indian officials. It is clear that this money must be raised by 
additional taxation, for at present the income and the expenditure of the’ 
Government of India almost balance each other and no surplus is left. It is 
said that the condition of the cultivating classes has much improved of late, 
and that the additional sum amounting to about ten crores of rupees which 
Government will require to meet the demands of its European servants, may 
be raised by taxing those classes. There has been indeed a slight improvement 
in the condition of those classes, to this extent however that they can now get 
two full meals a day. But any additional taxation imposed upon them will only 
reduce them to their former state of poverty and starvation. The statement is 
often made that the low rate of exchange has increased the export trade, and 
therefore put more money into the hands of the cultivator. But it ought to be 


noted that the greater portion of this money passes into the hands of the money: 
lenders and the Jarge number of middlemen in the trade. 


The writer is of opinion that the grievances of the Anglo-Indian officials 
are more sentimental than real, inasmuch as they can easily train up theif 
children in this country, instead of sending them to England for education and 
training, and thus substantially cut down their expenditure, It can scarcely, 
be believed that Government will impose fresh taxes on the people in order t0 
be able to meet the unreasonable demands of its Anglo-lIndian servants. 
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75. A correspondent of the Pratiker, of the 24th February, complains of 
the foul condition of the tank Gadabariin Baishnav- 
nagar within the jurisdiction of the Kaliachak 
station in the Malda district, and says that as that 
‘sthe only reservoir of water in the whole village, people should be prevented 
from fouling it. ~ 

76. A correspondent of the Sanjivani, of the 26th February, writing 

from Manbhum, says that the people of that 

Oppression by cooly fcrv ran, district, and specially those of the Manbhum 
oodles. °qguaag and the Barabhum parganas, are at present the 
victims of two oppressors, the ‘indigo-planter and 

the cooly recruiter. There can, of course, be no objection even to the forcible 
recruitment of coolies, when people are actually dying of starvation, but 
it fills one with horror when incidents like the following occur in ordinary 
times:—(1) When the correspondent was staying at Chibma in the Barabhum 
pargana, one day a woman came weeping before him accompanied by 
three or four children, and said that her husband, Fagu Bhumik, had been 
enticed away into the Rajdaha cooly depédt in the Barabhum pargana, 
by Dulal Kalu and Foth Bhumik, and had not been heard of since, and that she 
found it hard to maintain her children on her own small earnings. A gentle- 
man of the locality vouched for the truth of her story, and said that there 
were witnesses who could prove the case against the recruiters, but that she 
was unable to take any steps for want of money. (2) Onanother occasion, when 
the correspondent was sitting at a police outpost, a man came running to 
that place and asked if he had seen some men pass that way, The man said 
that his son-in-law was being enticed away by cooly recruiters. On being 
informed that some men had just before passed by the outpost, he ran after 
them and overtook the party. The recruiters seeing themselves surrounded 

by some gentlemen, took to their heels. 

The indigo-planters, too, of Barabhum, who are also zamindars of the 
place, recruit and send up coolies to Assam. And as they are very powerful 
men, they can send up anybody they like. 

The Deputy Commissioner formerly sanctioned the enlistment of a cooly 
only after due enquiry and much consideration, but since the Lieutenant. 
Governor’s visit to Manbhum, when His Honour spoke in favour of. cooly- 
recruitment, that officer seems to have changed his views. He is a very noble- 
minded man, but he is a servant of Government, and must therefore carry 
out its orders. 

The correspondent then refers to the oppression commited by the indigo- 
planters of the place who are also zamindars. These men force their raiyats 
togrow indigo against their will, and to render their services gratis in the 
indigo season. At that time, namely, in the months of Asar and Sravan, when 
the raiyats should be busily engaged with their own cultivation of paddy, they 
are not allowed to attend to their own business until they are discharged by 
their zamindars. 3 

77. The Bangavosi, of the 25th February, says that tigers now appear 

frequently in villages in the mufassal. ‘The writer 
is at a loss to know whether to attribute this to the 
operation of the Arms Act or to some political design of Government, If it had 
been solely due to the former cause, Government could easily have prevented 
the evil, but as Government is doing nothing in the matter, people naturally 
ascribe its inaction to bad motives. . 
78. ‘The same paper says that it is thoroughly convinced that the financial 
ne a embarrassments of the Government of India and the 
consequent inconvenience felt by the people, can 
Only terminate with the termination of the exchange difficulty. But this ex- 
change difficulty may be said to be in a sense beneficial to the Indian people, 
inasmuch as it has diminished the influx of English commodities into this 
country. It will have done great good to the country if it can completely put 
an end to such importation. ‘the writer, however, does not wish to see this 
advantage to the country purchased at the cost of Government, and would 
therefore like to see this difficulty solved. But no artifical remedy will 
do. The true remedy lies in the free coinage of silver both in Europe and 
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America. But it is quite uncertain when this remedy will be adopted. Unt- 
it is adopted there is no other alternative than to put up with the present sit 
uation. The Indian Currency Association and the British merchants represent. 
ed by Mr. Mackay are strongly urging the closing of the mints to private 
coinage of silver, but the problem will never be solved by such artificial means, 
On the contrary, such a step will, by creating afurther depreciation in the value 
of silver, entail great hardship on the people. All silver made articles, utensils, 
ornaments, &c., will become worthless; perhaps five tolahs of silver will be 
worth one rupee, and the current silver coins will not retain the value which the 
now have. No greater catastrophe can befall the country. It is hoped Govern- 
ment will act with caution in the matter. 
79. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 25th February, says that, by her diligence 
and eagerness in learning Hindi, Her Majesty 
The Queen and her Indian the Queen-Empress has given proof of her liking 
subjects. , . 1 
for the languages of India, but she has as yet 
given no proof of her liking for the people of that country. Never did a 
word of sympathy for them escape her lips. But for this apathy shown to 
them by Her Majesty, the people of India have only to blame their luck. 
, 80. The Prakriti, of the 25th February, has the 
Laws for the suppression of following -— 
drunkenness and prostitution. 5: : 
Under English rule drunkenness and prostitu- 
tion are becoming common among the people of India, and working their moral 
and intellectual degeneration. Things have come to such a pass in this respect, 
that it has now become a question whether or not the people are fit to be 
entrusted with unrestricted freedom like the people of England. The 
writer is of opinion that the condition of the people. will greatly improve 
within 10 years if Government enacts laws making drunkenness and prosti- 
tution penal offences. The fact is the people of the country have not the 
moral and political stamina which the English people have, and unrestricted 
freedom in all matters is food too strong for their weak digestion. They area 
thoroughly worthless lot, and have absvlutely no idea of developing the 
resources of their country by working.raw materials, which are the products of 
their own soil, Such a people do not deserve to be entrusted with absolute 
freedom in all matters. | 3 
81. The Samdj-0-Sdhitya, of the 26th February, says that tiger-scare has 


7 become very frequent. in the mufassal. The autho- 
Tiger-scare in the mufassal. 


rities have no sympathy for the mufassal people, 
and it matters little to them whether the latter live or die, The Arms 


Act is 80 stringent in its operation that anybody keeping even a large-sized 
dao in his possession is fined. The people have to pay the road-cess, but the 


roads abuond in jungle, and it is no wonder that they should be infested with 
tigers. . 


URIYA PAPERS. 


§2. Referring to the proposed removal of a stone-block belonging to the 

Aa mee env a ONCE temple at Konarak from its present site in the 

at Wecuenk cetan” ps’ °“  Konarak ruins to Calcutta, the Utkaldipika, of the 

14th January, says that the block, which is looked 

upon as a sacred object and is worshipped as such, ought to be well preserved 

in its own place, and not removed to a distant place, because such removal is 
likely to wound the feelings of the Hindu public. 

83. The Utkaldipika, of 7 21st January, regrets to notice that a colli- 

— sion between the two canal steamers Ganesh and 

seen between two canal Grace, near the Lokenathpur lock of the Jagat- 

ee singpur canal, has resulted in a lamentable loss of 

human life, inasmuch as a large number of passengers were killed by the up- 

setting of the latter steamer. The paper is sorry that navigation in the canal 

should prove so dangerous on account of the reckless plying of steamers by 
their captains or sarangs, 


64. The same paper niguly values the liberal views of Sir Charles 
te _ Elhott, which have led His Honour to withdraw 
Past Sooree Elliott on the Muni- some of the retrograde provisions of the Municipal 
Amendment Bill, but it does not sympathise with 
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those remarks of His Honour’s wherein a desire is expressed to man the 
District: Boards with official Chairmen and official members. 


AssaM PAPERS, 


85. The Paridarshak, of the 16th February, says that, although it is not 

yet 20 years since the last settlement of the Jantia 

Re-settlement of the Jantia fills was made, fresh settlement operations have 

— already commenced there. The people of Jantia 

are ignorant men, and the shrewd amins are cheating them in various ways. 

These poor people are being made to supply the amins with all sorts of 
provisions gratis. 


86. The same paper strongly objects to the proposal to place Tarpur 

_ in Silchar under cantonment jurisdiction. It is 

Ph gegen Ro: Mg not easy to see why this proposal has been made. 
Tarpur is inhabited by respectable people and 

kept clean. There is therefore no apprehension of epidemics spreading to the 
Cantonment from that place. As for the two or three cooly bustees near 
Bdgarganj, the proprietors of the bustees are ready to remove them from their 
present sites. If Tarpur is placed under the jurisdiction of the neighbour- 
ing Cantonment, its respectable residents will be compelled to leave it. 
Even now the inhabitants live in constant dread of the unruly.sepoys, and 
transfer to the jurisdiction of the Cantonment will increase sepoy oppression. 


87. The same paper says that the people of Sylhet had hoped that there 

| would be a fall in the price of rice in Agrahayan. 
Reo watg a andan op- But though new rice is now available for sale in 
the market, its price still continues high. Rice is 


selling at four rupees per maund. But where will poor people find money to: 


buy it? There is scarcity of water in addition to this scarcity of food. 
There was a good harvest in Sylbet, but the importation of rice into Mymensingh 
has led to a rise in the price of that article. The increase of the population 
of the Sylhet town as well as of Jantia in conssquence of the cadastral survey 
operations at the latter place is also a cause of the high price of rice and 
indeed of all articles. Even oranges, which were so cheap in Sylhet, are 


now selling there at a higher price than that for which they can be had in 
Calcutta. 


Sunamganj in Sylhet was an exceptionally happy sub-division ; but even 
there rice is now selling at eight seers per rupee. The distress is so intense in 
certain parts of the sub-division, such as Sankar Pasa, that people are being 
led by hunger to sell themselves as slaves. u 

The officer in charge of the sub-division is a man of so unsympathetic 
a heart that anybody who will venture to talk to him of relief should thank his 
stars if he is not hanged for his proposal. The sale of rice at four rupees per 
maund is not famine price according to the Famine Code, and with the above 
officer that is a sufficient proof of the absence of distress in Sunamganj. 

_ It is said that the Mirasdar Arzad Miyan has again begun to oppress the 
ralyats. It is said that he was a client of Jagabandhu Babu when the latter 
was a pleader, and that he has near relatives among the officers of the Chhatak 
police, If the forbearance of these officers has emboldened the Mirasdar 
to oppress the raiyats, cases against him should not be tried by Jagabandhu 


Babu, but by some other officer, and the officers of the Chh i 
? atak 
be transferred to some other place. police should 
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